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Malheur National
Forest

Crow Hazardous
Fuel Reduction
Project

30-Day Objection
Period

The Malheur Nation-
al Forest, Emigrant
Creek Ranger Dis-
trict, is releasing the
Crow Hazardous Fuel
Reduction  Project
Environmental  As-
sessment (a Healthy
Forest Restoration
Act project) for a 30-
day objection peri-
od. The project area
is Emigrant = Creek
watershed, =~ Crows-
foot Creek-Emigrant
Creek, Whiskey
Creek-Emigrant
Creek, and Bear
Canyon Creek sub-
watersheds, ~ within
Hamey County. The
project s identified
in the Hamey County
Community  Wildfire
Protection Plan as a
WUE (Wildland Urban
Interface). The ob-
jectives are to (1) re-
duce hazardous fuel
loadings to alter fire

. hehavior and move
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the area towards con-

ditions that will allow "

fire fo play a more
frequent and - natural
role on the landscape
while exhibifing his-
torical fire effects
from buming at low to
moderate intensilies
during planned and
unplanned- ignitions,
and (2) salvage har-

vest recently killed

trees that are surplus
to  other resource
needs in order o re-
duce hazardous fuels
and capture the eco-
nomic value of those
dead trees. Emigrant
Creek Ranger District
Ranger Joshua Giles
is the Responsible

' Official for this proj-

ect.

Alternative 3 has

been idenfified as

the Preferred. Alter-
native. Aliemative 3
would reduce haz-
ardous fuels on up
to 28,000 acres of
forested stands in the
project area with the
use of commercial
and non-commercial
treatment ~ activities.
Prescribed fire would

also be utilized on up -

to 31,060 acres to re-
move excess fuet ac-
cumulations and re-

duce the risk of large .

stand-replacement
fires. Forest road ac-
tivities are proposed
as cohhected actions

and include road
_maintenance and
use, temporary road
construction, and

confirmation of previ-
ous administratively
closed roads.

This proposed haz-
ardous fuels reduc-
tion project is sub-
ject to the objection
pracess pursuant fo
36 CFR 218, sub-
part A and C. lt is not
subject to the notice,
comment, and appeal
procedures found at
36 CFR 215 (36 CFR
218.3). Objections,
including attach-
menis, may be filed
with the Reviewing
Officer (Malheur Na-
fional Forest, Forest
Supervisor Craig Tru-
lock), Attn: 1570 Ap-
peals and Objections,
by regular mail at P.O.
Box 909, John Day,
Oregon 97845, hy
fax to (541)575-30G01;
or by hand-delivery,
to Malheur National
Forest Supervisor's
Office, 431 Patter-
son Bridge Rd., John
Pay, Oregon 97845.
Hand deliveries can
occur between 8:00
AM and 4:30 PM,
Monday through Fri-
day except federal
holidays. FElectronic
objections, in accept-
able fplain text {.ixt),
rich text {.rif) or Word
{.doc)l formats, may
be submitted elec-
tronically to ohjec-
tions-priw-malheur@
usda.gov with Sub-

ject  OBJECTION:
Crow = Hazardous
Fuels Reduction

Project. E-mails sub-
mitted o addresses
other .than the ones

“listed above or in

formats other that
those listed above
or containing viruses
will be rejected. It is
the responsibility of
the ohjector to con-

firm receipt of objec- -
tions submitted by .

electronic mail. For

electronically mailed -

‘meet

“frame

objections, the send-
er should normally
receive an auiomated
electronic  acknowl-
edgement from the
agency as confirma-
tion of receipt. If the
gender -does hot re-
ceive an automated
acknowledgement of
receipt, it is the send-
ers responsibiiity o
ensure timely receipt
by other means.

Objections will be
accepted only from
those who ‘have pre-
viously submitted
written comments
specific to this proj-
ect during scoping
{36 CFR 218.7). The
objection  including
attachments must be
filed within 30 days of
the date of publica-
tion of the legal notice
in the Blue Mountain
Eagle and Bumns
Times Herald. Notic-
es of objection must
the specific
content requirements
of 36 CFR 218.7. In-
corporation of docu-
ments by reference
shall not be allowed
{36CFR218.7{c})).
The publication date
of this notice is the ex-

“cdlusive means for cal-

culating the time peti-
od to file an objection
(36 CFR 281.9(a)).
Those wishing to ob-
ject should not rely
upon dates or time-
information
provided by any other
source. issues faised
in-objections must be
based on previously
submitted  specific
written comments re-
garding the proposed
project or activity
and atiributed to the
objector, uniess the
issue is based on
new information that
arose after the oppor-

tunities for comment.

The burden is on the
objector to -demon-
strate  compliance
with this requirement
for cbjection issues.

Objection to this En-
virofimental Assess-
ment and Draft Decl-
sion Notice must be
in wrifing and must
be fully consistent
with 36 CFR 218.7.
The objector must
provide sufficient nar-

rative description of
those aspects of this
proposed project ad-

- dressed by the objec-

tion, specific issues
and suggested rem-
edies to resolve the
objection. At a min-
imum the objection‘“
must include the ob-
jectors name and ad-
dress with felephone
number if - available,
a signature or other’
verification of author-
ship, identification of -
a lead objector if mul-
tiple names are listed
on the objection, and
the name of the proj-
ect being objected to,
the name and tille of
the Responsible Of-
ficial and Forest and’
Ranger District on
twhich the project wil
be implemented.

The Responsible Of-
ficial may not issue
a decision for this
hazardous fuel re-
duction project Gntil
the Reviewing Cfficer
has responded to all
pending objections.
When no objections
are. filed within the
30-day period, the
decision may occur
on, but not before,
the fifth business day
following the end of
the  objection-filing
period.
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The Environmen-
tal Assessment and
Draft Decision Notice
is available on the in-
temet at: hipe/ivww,
ool 2proleci=57288

For further informa-
tion contact Joshua
Giles at the Emigrant
Creek Ranger District
Office, 265 Highway
20 South, Hines, Ore-
gon 97738 or at (541)
573-4300.
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